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Indo-European Studies
What we do

Indo-European: Languages and cultures (a.k.a. “philology”)

Provide resources

(1) namas
homage

te
your

rājan
king

varuṇāstu
Varuṇa.be

manyave
wrath

“Homage to your wrath, King Varuṇa!”

(Vedic Sanskrit, Atharvaveda Paippalāda)

Explore contexts & backgrounds

– economy

– religion

– literature

– politics

– (social) history

– philosophy

– …
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Indo-European Studies
What we do

Linguistic Analysis & Description

Phonological cohesion domains in

Middle Welsh

Table ਂ: Phonological cohesion domains in the Middle Welsh verbal complex. Dark gray bars
indicate the secure extent of domains, light gray bars indicate the suspected extent of
domains, and vertical bars indicate domain boundaries.

con. sub. ॸॷॴ ॸ/ॼ ॺ७ॻ/ॸॷॼ ॸॾ root ॾ४ॴং ॼ३ॵ ॼ३ॵ/३९ॺ pron.prep. ५ॷॵॸ ॺ७८ॴ/ॺ७५

stress
stress assignment ?
syllabiਖ਼cation
epenthesis
vowel assimilation ?
vowel elision
unstable /a/
monophthongisation
consonant assimilation
consonant loss

vowel mutations
liaison
initial mutations

Table ਃ: Summary of phonological cohesion domains in Middle Welsh,

con. sub. ॸॷॴ ॸ/ॼ ॺ७ॻ/ॸॷॼ ॸॾ root ॾ४ॴং ॼ३ॵ ॼ३ॵ/३९ॺ pron.prep. ५ॷॵॸ ॺ७८ॴ/ॺ७५

A
B C D

E
F?

and the rest, and the assumption of domain F would be additionally justiਖ਼ed by the boundary
between the preverbal slot and the verbal root.

ऌ Conclusion

In the preceding two sections I have investigated the elements that make up the verbal complex
in Middle Welsh and their morphological interdependencies, as well as the phonological and
prosodic processes that operate within the boundaries of the verbal complex or subcomponents.
All in all, I found evidence of thirteen types of morphological elements that are either selecting

parts of the verb as their host, inਗ਼ecting with verbal morphology or form part of the verb’s
morphological or phonological cohesion domains. The dependencies between the morphological
elements are nested and hierarchical: the structure selected by certain morphological elements
is slowly built from the root outwards, a verbal root and a preverb forming a stem, that is then
selected by ॼ३ॵ and agreement morphology to form the verbal core, which is in turn selected
by the polarity markers.

৿ਁ

Object argument drop in

Hittite

(2) Ù
not

∅
them

∅
to.him

pianzi
they.give

‘They don’t give them to

him’

University of Zurich, Comparative Indo-European Linguistics November 13, 2020 Indo-European Studies Page 4



Indo-European Studies
What we do

Language diversification & evolution

Large scale reconstruction

jXjXRX9 �/TQbBiBQMb U6B;X RRV

OO lbBM; TB 2biBK�i2/ 7`QK i?2 bi�iBQM�`v /Bbi`B#miBQM Q7 Z �bbmKBM; � 7H�i T`BQ`X
OO TB 4
OO L u
OO yX8 yX8
OO
OO K�F2XbBKK�T Bb b�KTHBM; +?�`�+i2` ?BbiQ`B2b +QM/BiBQM2/ QM i?2 i`�MbBiBQM K�i`Bt
OO
OO Z 4
OO L u
OO L @yXyyykRk yXyyykRk
OO u yXyyykRk @yXyyykRk
OO UbT2+B7B2/ #v i?2 mb2`Vc
OO �M/ UK2�MV `QQi MQ/2 T`BQ` T`Q#�#BHBiB2b
OO TB 4
OO L u
OO yX8 yX8

Afrikaans

Ancient Greek

Avestan

Baluchi

Maithili

Modern Breton

Bulgarian

Sardinian

Classical Armenian

Ossetic

Modern Armenian

Modern English

French

Gothic

Hindi

Hittite

Icelandic

Modern Irish

Italian

Kashmiri

Latin

Latvian
Modern Lithuanian

Marathi

Modern Greek

Nepali

Old Church Slavic

Old English

Old High German

Old Irish

Old Norse

Oriya

Pashto
Modern Persian

Romani

Romanian

Russian

Singhalese

Spanish

Swedish

Swiss German

Tocharian B

Albanian

Upper Sorbian

Vedic Sanskrit

Modern Welsh

Middle English

Middle Welsh

Middle Persian

Luwian

Middle High German

Middle Breton

Old Saxon

Old Lithuanian

Pali

0 1PostProb(Y)

6B;m`2 RR, SQbi2`BQ` T`Q#�#BHBiv /2MbBiB2b Q7 �/TQbBiBQMb #2BM; �p�BH�#H2 7Q` `2+m`bBQM U* i`22V

9j

Character evolution and ancestral

state reconstruction

Small scale change

Albanian heritage speakers in CH

1st, 2nd, 3rd generation

University of Zurich, Comparative Indo-European Linguistics November 13, 2020 Indo-European Studies Page 5



Indo-European Studies
What we do

Language Diversification & Evolution
_ʕˌˌʿ ȒƚŏȘɯࡷ+ żȀʕɯɾƚɟǞȘǃ
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Dutch
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German
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Russian
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Italian
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Portuguese

Romanian

Russian
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word order variation – phylogeny and space
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Indo-European Studies
What we teach

Theory & methods

– data acquisition, analysis & description

– reconstruction

Language skills

– languages from all clades (focus on ancient & medieval varieties)

– overview of the linguistic diversity in the family

Practice

– early involvement in ongoing research
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Indo-European Studies

Classes in Spring 21

– Introduction to Hittite (S. Scarlata)

– Comparative grammar of Latin (P. Widmer)

– Middle Iranian (P. Widmer& M. Abedi)

– Homer (F. Sommer)

– Theories and methods in comparative historical linguistics

(L. Rübekeil & P.Widmer)

Languages (recurring)

Sanskrit, Gothic, Old Saxon/English/High German/Norse, Old Church

Slavonic, Old Irish, Ancient Greek, Latin, Pāli, Classical Armenian,

Sabellic, Tocharian, Avestan, medieval Romance varieties, …
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